Summary Chart of Verb Tenses

Simple Present

Tom studies every day.

Present Progressive

Now
Now
Started studying
Began......ccoueeeureeere Will stop
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Present Perfect

Present Perfect Progressive
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Tom is studying right now.

Tom has already studied Chapter 1.
(unspecified time in the past)
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Tom has been studying for two
hours.

Simple Past Past Progressive Past Perfect Past Perfect Progressive
1 Started studying
1. Started studying 1. Studied Ch. 1 2. Friends|came
2. They came 2. Began Ch. 2
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Tom studied last night.
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Tom was studying last night when
they came.

Tom had already studied Ch. 1
before he began Ch. 2.
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Tom had been studying for two
hours before his friends came.

Simple Future

Future Progressive

1. Wil| start studying

Future Perfect

1)Studies Ch. 4

Future Perfect Progressive
1. Will start studying

2. Roommate comeg

2. They come 2. Begins Ch. 5
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Tom will study tomorrow.
Tom is going to study tomorrow.
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Tom will be studying when they
come. (Tom is going to be
studying when they come.)

Tom will have finished Ch. 4 before
he begins Ch. 5.
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--2 hours--

Tom will have been studying for
two hours by the time his
roommate comes home.

Adapted from Understanding and Using English Grammar, 4th Edition by Betty S. Azar & Stacy Hagen. Pearson Education, 2009.



